
Order of the Decrees 
 

Supralapsarian 

(Limited 
Atonement) 

Infralapsarian  

(Limited 
Atonement) 

Sublapsarianism  

(Unlimited 
Atonement) 

Lutheran Wesleyan Roman Catholic 

Creation of 
man with a 

view to 
electing some 
to eternal life 
and damning 

others to 
eternal 

perdition 

Permission of 
fall of man 

results in guilt, 
corruption, 

total inability. 

Permission of fall 
of man results in 
corruption, guilt, 
moral inability. 

Permission of fall 
of man results in 
guilt, corruption, 

total inability. 

Permission of 
fall of man 

results in guilt, 
corruption, 

total inability. 

Permission of fall of 
man results in loss 

of supernatural 
righteousness. 

Permission of 
fall of man 

results in guilt, 
corruption, 

total inability 

Election of 
some to life in 

Christ 

Gift of Christ to 
render salvation 
possible to all 

Gift of Christ to 
render 

satisfaction for 
sins of world 

Gift of Christ 
to render 

satisfaction 
for sins of 

world 

Gift of Christ to 
render satisfaction 
for all human sins 

Gift of Christ to 
redeem the 

elect 

Gift of Christ 
to redeem the 

elect 

Election of some 
for gift of moral 

ability 

Gift of means of 
grace to 

communicate 
saving grace 

Remission of 
original sin to 
all and gift of 

sufficient 
grace to all 

Institution of church, 
the sacraments, to 

apply satisfaction of 
Christ 

Gift of the Holy 
Spirit to save 
the redeemed 

Gift of the 
Holy Spirit to 

save the 
redeemed 

Gift of the Holy 
Spirit to work 

moral ability in 
the elect 

Predestination to 
life of those who 
do not resist the 
means of grace 

Predestination 
to life of those 
who improve 

sufficient 
grace 

Application of 
satisfaction of Christ 

through 
sacraments, under 
operation of second 

causes 

Sanctification 
of all the 

redeemed and 
regenerated 

Sanctification 
of all the 

redeemed 
and 

regenerated 

Sanctification by 
the Spirit 

Sanctification 
through the 

means of grace 

Sanctification 
of all who 
cooperate 

with sufficient 
grace 

Building up in holy 
life of all to whom 

the sacraments are 
communicated 

NOTE: Much of the above chart is modified from Charts of Christian Theology and Doctrine pp. 98, by H. Wayne House, 
Zondervan 



 


