Romans 1:1-7
How did Saul become Paul?
“1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called {as} an apostle, set apart for the gospel
of God, 2 which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,

1.
Romans is a message about changed lives.
“A life turned right side up from the inside out”
Saul

Paul

Jesus was a blasphemer

Jesus was God in the flesh

Gentiles were despised

Gentiles were beloved

Christians were persecuted

Christians were saints

Rome was the enemy

Rome was his destiny

A champion of Law

A champion of grace

3 concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh,
4 who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead,
according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have
received grace and apostleship to bring about {the} obedience of faith among all the
Gentiles, for His name’s sake, 6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;

2.
The key to a changed life is not so much our outer discipline as
our inner relationship to Godʼs grace in Christ.
The four Gospels

Romans

(incarnation - resurrection)

“the obedience of faith”

The events of the Gospel

The explanation and exhortation of
the Gospel

7 to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called {as} saints: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

3.
Our lives will not be changed until we offer ourselves as bondservants to Christ in response to a deep sense of His grace.
The righteousness of God
for us

through us

Romans 1-11

Romans 12-16

Christian “obedience”
- of faith

- by faith

The legal justification of
every believer.

The experiential
sanctification of faithful
believers.

This leads to -

- - - this

The point of this passage:
As Paulʼs life was transformed by the gospel so we should
read Romans with the expectation that its truths will transform
our lives.

Four kinds of righteousness
• Absolute righteousness of the Father before us in the Law
• Self righteousness of the flesh by us through a superficial
conformity to the Law
• Imputed righteousness of faith for us in Christ.
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• Imparted righteousness of the faithful through us by the
Holy Spirit.

APOSTLE
Introduction
The early church recognized certain leaders as apostles with special authority. While the original
12 occupied a role that can not be replicated to day, there are examples in the early church of those
who bore the title and shared an important role that may be needed in the church of every age.
A. What was an Apostle?
1. “The one commissioned or sent out” is the basic meaning of the Greek word
APOSTOLOS.
2. Jesus was called an Apostle in
Heb.3:1 “consider Jesus, the
Apostle and High Priest of our
confession.”

Key question

3. The 12 (with Paul) made up a
special group of Apostles. The
term is used most often in the NT
in reference to this group.
Key text
a. They were called by Jesus
Lk.6:13 “He called His
disciples to him; and chose
Luke 6:13
twelve of them, whom He
also named as apostles.”
“He called His disciples to him; and chose
twelve of them, whom He also named as
b. They were eyewitnesses to
apostles.”
the resurrected Jesus
Acts.1:21-22 “It is therefore
Key Definition
necessary that of the men
who have accompanied us all
the time that the Lord Jesus
Apostle
went in and out among us beginning with the baptism of
One who is commissioned with a message is
John until the day that He was taken up form us - one of these should become a witness
called an apostle.
with us of His resurrection.”, (2:32, 3:15 13:31)
c. They were anointed to work signs and wonders II Cor.12:12 “The signs of a true apostle
were performed among you”
d. They became the Foundation of the church. Eph.2:20 “having been built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone.”
e. They defined the doctrines of the Gospel. Jn.20:23 “If you forgive the sins of any, their
sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any they have been retained.”
(Matt.18:18)
What is an apostle and what is their role?
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f.

Paul was numbered with the 12 I Cor.15:9 “For I am the least of the apostles, who am
not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” II Cor.11:5
“For I consider myself not tin the least inferior to the most eminent apostles.” Gal.1:17
“nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to
Arabia,” I Thess.2:6 “as apostles of Christ we might have asserted our authority.”
g. They were sent by God. Lk.11:49 “For this reason also the wisdom of God said, ‘I will
send to them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and some they will
persecute.”
4. The Apostles of the church
a. Apostles “of the churches” in general. II Cor.8:23 “As for Titus, he is my partner and
fellow worker among you; as for our brethren, they are messengers (apostles) of the
churches, a glory to Christ.” Phil.2:25 “But I thought it necessary to send to you
Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your
messenger (apostle) and minister to my need;”
b. It is implied that James was an apostle. Gal.1:19 “But I did not see any other of the
apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.”
c. It is suggested that there is a larger body of men called apostles that are distinct from the
12. I Cor.15:5,7”and then He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. . . . then He
appeared to James, then to all the apostles.”
5. False apostles. Rev.2:2 “I know your deeds and your toil and perseverance, and that you
cannot endure evil men, and you put to the test those who call themselves apostles, and they
are not, and you found them to be false.”
B. The Role of the Apostles
1. Eph.4:10-16 “10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the
heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11 And He gave some {as} apostles, and some {as}
prophets, and some {as} evangelists, and some {as} pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping
of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all
attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer
to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by
the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we
are to grow up in all {aspects} into Him, who is the head, {even} Christ, 16 from whom the
whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the
proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of
itself in love.”
2. The Acts of the Apostles: Luke begins the Book of Acts where he left off in his gospel.
Acts records the initial fulfillment of the Great Commission of Matthew 28:19-20 as it
traces the beginning and growth of the New Testament church. Christ's last words before
His ascension were so perfectly realized in the Book of Acts that they effectively and
concisely outline its contents: "You shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem (ch.1-7), and in
all Judea (ch.8-12), and to the end of the earth (ch.13-28)" - Acts 1:8. Thus, Acts traces the
rapid expansion of the gospel, beginning in Jerusalem and spreading throughout the Roman
Empire. It centers its attention upon three Apostles - Peter (1-7), Philip (8-12) & Paul (1328) with a conspicuous parallel of events in Peter's and Paul's ministries.
PETER
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PAUL

Heals a lame man
His shadow heals
Exorcized demons
Victory over Sorcerer
Raise the dead
Gentile vision
Deliverance from prison

3:25:15
5:16
8:18
9:3610:9
12:7-

14:8
19:12
16:18
13:6
20:9
22:1716:25-

Calling
Introduction
1. Calling: There are two kinds of
calling with respect to our salvation.
Key question
a. A general calling of all to repent.
What does it mean to be called of God?
• Matt.11:28 “Come to me, all
who labor and are heavy-laden,
and I will give you rest.”
Key text
• Isa.45:22 “Turn to me and be
saved, all the ends of the
earth!”
I Corinthians 1:23-26
• Matt.22:14 “Many are called,
“23 But we preach Christ crucified.
but few are chosen”
To Jews a stumbling block, and to
b. An efficacious calling of the elect
Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those
to believe.
who are the called, both Jews and
• I Cor.2:6-16 “6 Yet we do
Greeks, Christ the power of God and
speak wisdom among those
the wisdom of God.”
who are mature; a wisdom,
however, not of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 7 but
we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden {wisdom,} which God
predestined before the ages to our glory; 8 {the wisdom} which none of the rulers of
this age has understood; for if they had understood it, they would not have crucified
the Lord of glory; 9 but just as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and ear
has not heard, And {which} have not entered the heart of man, All that God has
prepared for those who love Him.” 10 For to us God revealed {them} through the
Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 11 For who among
men knows the {thoughts} of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him?
Even so the {thoughts} of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we
might know the things freely given to us by God, 13 which things we also speak, not
in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining
spiritual {thoughts} with spiritual {words.} 14 But a natural man does not accept the
things of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot
understand them, because they are spiritually appraised. 15 But he who is spiritual
appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised by no man. 16 For who has known
the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.”
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•
•
a.

•

Rom.8:30 “And those whom he predestined he also called; and whom he called,
these he also justified.”
I Cor.1:9 “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.”
I Cor.1:23-26 “23 But we preach Christ crucified. To Jews a stumbling block, and to
Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.”
Lk.14:23; Rom.1:7; 11:29; Eph.1:18; Phil.3:14; I Thess.2:12; II Thess.2:14; II
Tim.1:9; Heb.3:1; II Pet.1:10

2. The logical order - effectual calling, conversion, regeneration (the temporal order =
simultaneous)
• Acts 16:31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.”
• Acts 2:38 “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
General Versus Effectual Calling
General Calling
Definition

Agent

Subjects &
Examples

Purpose

Results

Timing

Effectual Calling

It involves the presentation of the
Gospel in which the individual is
offered the promise of salvation in
Christ and invited to accept Christ
by faith in order to receive the
forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

It involves the general calling of God in the
Gospel made effective in an individual as
he or she believes the Gospel and accepts
Christ as Savior and Lord.

Issued by the Father to all who hear
the Gospel; mediated especially
through believers empowered by
the Holy Spirit of God as they
communicate the Gospel as
revealed in the Word of God.

It is issued by the Father and made
effective by the work of the Holy Spirit as
he illuminates and enables the individual to
understand and respond positively to the
Gospel of the Lord Jesus as contained in
the Word of God.

It is for all people but heard only by
those who hear the Gospel “Many
are called but few are chosen”
(Matt. 22:14).

It is given only to all of the elect. Saul Acts 9:1-19; Lydia - Acts 16:14; Romans
8:30

It reveals the great love of God to
sinners in general. It reveals Godʼs
holiness and righteousness.

Because of manʼs total depravity, it is
absolutely necessary in order to bring the
elect to faith and conversion.

It does not necessarily result in
salvation. It can be rejected,
resulting in the sinnerʼs
condemnation.

Since it is effectual and irrevocable, it
necessarily results in salvation. It is
impossible to reject.

It is prior to conversion and may or
may not lead to it.

It is logically prior to conversion and
necessarily leads to it.
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