Romans 11:25-36
The end of Biblical Prophecy
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Biblical prophecy has always held a fascination for Christians with the tendency to
focus too much attention on “the signs of the times” and the order of the events
that will characterize the end of the world.
Does God yet have a plan for the nation Israel? Christians are divided on this issue.
Is there sound evidence for a plan to restore the Jewish nation.
This passage invites us to explore these questions and others.
There is considerable disagreement among Christians on the subject of Biblical
prophecy and this for good reason. Much of this material is not as clear as we
would like. It is important to be humble and respectful of other positions. What I
present here is a rather straightforward reading of the plain sense of the texts
considered. I am not convinced that my reading is the end of the discussion.

For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own
estimation, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;
26 and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will
remove ungodliness from Jacob.” 27 “And this is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.”
28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of {God’s}
choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
30 For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been shown mercy because of their
disobedience, 31 so these also now have been disobedient, in order that because of the mercy shown to
you they also may now be shown mercy. 32 For God has shut up all in disobedience that He might show
mercy to all.
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Paul seems to clearly believe that the same Israel that has rejected her Messiah
and his Kingdom will one day repent and recieve the blessings that were promised
her. Rom.11 “12 Now if their transgression be riches for the world and their failure be riches for
the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be! 13 But I am speaking to you who are
Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if somehow I
might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of them. 15 For if their rejection be
the reconciliation of the world, what will {their} acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 And if
the first piece {of dough} be holy, the lump is also; and if the root be holy, the branches are too.”
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Rom.11 seems to support the view that God’s dealing with Israel is in some way
distinct from His dealing with the church and that it is not yet finished. I Cor.10:32
“Give no offense either to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God;”
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The Scripture speaks of “the Day of the Lord” as a future time of judgment of
Israel (Amos 5:18) and the nations (Obadiah 15) with repentance and blessings to
follow (Zeph.3:9-20). In the NT the phrase is linked to the time of Christ’s second
coming ( I Cor.1:8, 5:5; Phil.1:6,10, 2:16; II Thess.2:2). Could it be that this time
coincides with the restoration of Israel spoken of in Rom.11?
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The restoration of Jews to the land of Palestine is a part of God’s promise to the
nation Israel and is to come after Israel’s spiritual renewal. Deut.30:
“1 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come upon you and you take them
to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, 2 and when you and
your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your
soul according to everything I command you today, 3 then the LORD your God will restore your
fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he
scattered you.”
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Matt.24-25 (and the Epistles) speak of a period of “tribulation” that will come
before Christ’s return and a period of judgment that will follow His return.

•

Luke’s version of Jesus’ words (Lk.21:24) has the second coming of Christ following
the “fulfillment of the time of the Gentiles.” Does this reference Paul’s “fullness of
the Gentiles” in Rom.11:25?
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In Rev.20 we read of a thousand year (millennial) reign of Messiah.
“4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given to them. And I {saw} the
souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word
of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark
upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a
thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were
completed. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first
resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of
Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”

•

This text is the only clear reference to “a thousand year” reign of Christ.

•

The two resurrections seem to represent two spiritual conditions rather than two
kinds of resurrection.

•

Is this “thousand year” period the fulfillment of the promises made to Israel? It
seem s to fit.
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The Kingdom is a puzzle that is best understood as “the age to come” that coexists
(in a mystery form) with this present evil age until Christ returns.
a. It is a present reality - Rom.14:17, Matt.12:28; yet it is to follow Christ’s second
coming - Matt.25:34, I Cor.15:50.
b. It is physical - Matt.13:41,43; Rev.11:15; yet it is spiritual - Lk.17:20-21.
c. It is something we have now entered - Matt.21:31, Col.1:13, Lk.16:16; yet it is
something we will enter at Christ’s return - Matt.8:11, II Pet.1:11.
d. It is at work in the world today - Matt.13; yet it is not of this world - Jn.18:36.
e. It is God’s reign - Ps.145:11; yet it is God's realm - Lk.16:16.
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Christians have recognized that many of the Kingdom promises to Israel in the OT
have been applied (in the NT) to the church. Does this mean that the church is the
New Israel? It is hard to spiritualize all of the OT promises made to Israel and
apply them to the church.
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The application of OT Kingdom promises to the Church has led to differing
understandings of the nature of the Millennial Kingdom. There are three views.
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Doxology. (11:33-36)
Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For who has known the
mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? 35 Or who has first given to Him that it
might be paid back to him again? 36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all
things. To Him {be} the glory forever. Amen.
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In these verses we see the desired end to a proper understanding of God’s
prophetic plan – worship.

•

We also are reminded that it will not be easy to unravel God’s plan or come to
dogmatic conclusions about what God will do in the outworking of His plan.

•

It is best that we stand in awe as humble, worshipful, spectators, with a keen
sensitivity to His hand in history.

•

There are also warnings that we should watch, wait, and abide in faith with a
willingness to suffer for following Christ.

