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The Parable of Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

1. The Prodigal runs away
to a distant land.

2. He becomes destitute
through worldly living.

3. This brings him to
repent and return home.

4. His father graciously receives him back.

5. His older brother becomes bitter, feeling
the father is not fair in showing grace to
the wayward younger brother.

The human dilemma

Eve was the first
person to look for
life in a distant land.

Genesis 3:6

“When the woman saw
that the tree was good

Ne

for food, and that it was .
a delight to the eyes, The Prodigal
and that the tree was would not be
desirable to make one the |ast_

wise, she took from its
fruit and ate;”

A spiritual self audit as we read
the Parable of the Prodigal Son.

Signs that we are in the Prodigal’s “distant land” -
angry, anxious, alone, agnostic

Signs that we recognize our heart’s true desire -
serenity, security, S|gn|f|cance, assurance

Signs that we are seeking life from the right source -
“My peace “Fear “l am with “Whoever believes
I give to you” not” you always” in me has life”
Signs that we live in the father’s home - ]
content, courageous, connected, certain

Signs that we are living in the father’s house (but not his home) -
angry, anxious, alone, agnostic

Disciples make mistakes,
learn from suffering,
find life in Christ, &
make disciples.

1Peter 3:15

“but sanctify Christ as Lord in
your hearts, always being ready
to make a defense to everyone
who asks you to give an
account for the hope
that is in you, yet with
gentleness and reverence;”

\

5




en house at the Father’s home -

How did it affect\

the Prodigal Son

and how should
M it affectus? &

The father plays five important
roles in the life of the son.

1. He left the son with a vision of home.
2. He lets the son find himself.

3. He had faith in the power of pain / love.
4. He removed the son’s shame.

5. His joy restored the son’s self worth.

This is a model
for the “Body of Christ”?
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Because love is not fearful
it is not overly controlling.

(The father did not rescue the son.)

+ The father knows the power of
pain and the power of love.

* The father models the power of
love not the love of power.

- Love is not a bodyguard or life-

A tour of the father’s home.
Ephesians

ch.1-3 ch.4-6
What Christ has done What Christ is doing
FOR and IN us. THROUGH us.

Ambassadors

Anointed, Alien

“Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you
to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with
which you have been called,” 4:1

. : : Who God is will be what God is
guard but a swimming instructor. to and in us through us.
9 10
Ephesians Ephesians 1-3
Our wealth “|n Christ” | Our walk with Christ We are “in Christ” | as the “Body of Christ”
ch. 4-6 1:3-23 2:1-3:21
Our identity & | Prayer for | Christ’s Spirit | Prayer for
He is first He is then He is finally inheritance insight in us. insight

concerned that concerned that concerned that
we see our we see our we have courage

INHERITANCE FAMILY and to SPREAD
and HOPE. LOVE. the FAITH.

He prays that
we will “get it”.

He prays that

we will “give it”.

1:3-14 1:15-23 | 2:1-3:13 | 3:14-21

Paul’s letters start with our relationship
with God and with one another.

Before we talk & walk we need to listen & see.
The father models this important point.
The local church can learn from this.
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The “IN CHRIST” package

Ephesians 1

“3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy
and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6
to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace, 8 which He lavished upon
us. In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will,
according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him 10 with a view to an
administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of
all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things upon the earth. In Him
11 also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to
His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will, 12 to the end
that we who were the first to hope in Christ should be to the praise of His
glory. 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of
your salvation — having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy
Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to
the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.”

Know ourself

Discipleship starts with understanding
who we are “in Christ”, bearing God’s image.

Ephesians 1 Identity

who we are
“in Christ” by faith.

You are blessed.
You are chosen.
You are to be holy.
You are adopted.

You are redeemed. Foundation
* You are informed. for power in
* You are made suitable. ministry. /3
* You are made aware. .

You have an inheritance. P
You are sealed.

“in Christ”
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Ephesians

Our wealth “in Christ” | Our walk with Christ
.1-3 ch. 4-6

Ephesians 1

“18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened,
so that you may know what is the hope of His calling,
what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the
saints, 19 and what is the surpassing greatness of His
power toward us who believe.”

Who we are “in Christ”
through faith “at the father’s home”
is known by teaching, modeling, & prayer.

Accept ourself

(take baptism seriously)

See yourself as
holy “In Christ”

Ephesians 1
“13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message
of truth, the gospel of your salvation — having also
believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy
Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s
own possession, to the praise of His glory.”

It is important to know our identity
“in Christ” but also to receive
the secured inheritance
that comes with it.
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Ephesians

Our wealth “in Christ” | Our walk with Christ
‘ah. 1-3 ch. 4-6

Ephesians 3
“14 For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom
every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, 16 that He would
grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with
power through His Spirit in the inner man; 17 so that Christ may dwell
in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 15 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the
breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the

e ST We must pray to know
that we are not only “in Christ”
but as the “Body of Christ” he is in us.

Forget ourself Leave

- the old self and
(think of yourself less often) put on the new.

Ephesians 4
“20 But you did not learn Christ in this way, 21 if
indeed you have heard Him and have been taught
in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, 22 that, in reference
to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old
self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the
lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in
the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the
new self, which in the likeness of God
has been created in righteousness and
holiness of the truth.”
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Ephesians

Our wealth “in Christ” | Our walk with Christ
.13 ch. 4-6

Ephesians 6

Give ourself Live out God’s will

(be salt & light to the world) by walking in the
Spirit of Christ.

Ephesians 5
“15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men,
but as wise, 16 making the most of your time, because the

“1s With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit,
and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and
petition for all the saints, 19 and pray on my behalf, that
utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to
make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for
which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I

days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with
wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,
... 20 always giving thanks for all things in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father;

may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”

We are anointed, alien, ambassadors
to a world of humans who bear God’s image,
live in a distant land, and are hungry for hope.

21 and be subject to one another
in the fear of Christ.”
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A tour of the father’s home.

Ephesians

ch.1-3 ch.4-6
What Christ has done What Christ is doing
FOR and IN us. THROUGH us.

Anointed, Alien Ambassadors

“Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you
to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with
which you have been called,” 4:1

God’s plan for making disciples
Ephesians 4

“11, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, entreat you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,
...11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and
some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 12 for
the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the
building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to
the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result, we are no longer to be
children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in
deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are
to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even
Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held

Who God is will be what God is together by that which every joint supplies, according to the
di h h proper working of each individual part, causes the growth
to andin us througn us. of the body for the building up of itself in love.”
21 22

God'’s plan for making disciples

Ephesians 5

The local church should look like the
father’s home (not just his house).

“15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men,
but as wise, 16 making the most of your time, because the
days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with
wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 19
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart
to the Lord; 20 always giving thanks for all things in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; 21
and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.”

Our response to one another

and to the circumstances of life is
the heart of our witness to the Gospel.

“Speaking the Truth in love” through the
“filling of the Spirit” as the “Body of Christ’.

Motivate with grace & faith, not law & fear.
Be wise in Handling major & minor issues.
Respect the power of both pain and love.
Treat disciple making as a family ministry.
View self and others through God’s eyes.
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