Some bad news

There are few areas
where disciples will be
more out of step with
the world than in their
understanding of

Marriage

There are few areas
where Christians have
compromised more
with the world than in
their practice of

and
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Nearly 1/2 marriages
end in divorce

Percentage of New
Marriages which end in
divorce (2002)
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What the secular culture
does not tell you about divorce.
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Some deceptive good news

Divorces in the U.S. are decreasing.
Number of divorces
per 1,000 married
couples in America

The number of unmarried
couples living together
increased tenfold from
1960 to 2000.

During the same period
the number of first
marriages has declined
and the age of those first
married has increased.
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The sexual revolution

What the Christian culture
does not tell you about marriage.
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A Secular view of marriage.
#
+--# 8%
()#&1#
7
%
&
'
/
&
&
%
+
%
'
/
%& +
6' &#/5 () 5#$%1%)()#',
"#$,-./#03/.
!
%
#
%
)
%
5
'
99: #$)
*+)2#()/#+
4+&%/5 %&&
; #
$
FDGH$:,(+,-,;$*$D2--02),$/-0.2-0'A$1,-=,1$
+7,$/,-1%(2'$&4'I''.,(+$J$72//0(,11$%&$
5%+7$74152(;$2(;$30&,8
D%-2'$0(;0E,-,(:,$*$D2--02),$2(;$;0=%-:,$
2-,$(%+$.%-2'$0114,18
D2-)0(2'$0./%-+2(:,$*$D2--02),$01$%(,$%&$
.2(A$'0&,1+A',$%/>%(18

The really bad news

Being a Christian
does not make a dramatic difference.
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- Atheists, Agnostics 21%

- Born-again Christians 27%
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Marriage
(Personal
fulfillment)

“ME” centered Christianity
My
happiness

Me,
Now,
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My Way
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Family
(off-spring)

Explanation #2

Explanation #3

Christianʼs view of marriage is too low
and their expectations of marriage
are too high.

Marriage is not associated with ministry.

Marriage is
designed for
my fulfillment

Finding God’s will for the
right person will secure a
successful marriage.

Marriage is expected
to meet all my
emotional needs.

Genesis 2:24

“For this cause a man shall leave his
father and mother, and shall cleave
to his wife; and the two shall become
one flesh.”
Marriage requires
a “conversion”
from being ministered to
to having a ministry.

Christian marriages
come with a
guarantee.

Mark 10

“1 And rising up, He went from there to the region of
Judea, and beyond the Jordan; and crowds gathered
around Him again, and, according to His custom, He
once more began to teach them. 2 And some Pharisees
came up to Him, testing Him, and began to question
Him whether it was lawful for a man to divorce a wife. 3
And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses
command you?” 4 And they said, “Moses permitted a
man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.”
5 But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of
heart he wrote you this commandment. 6 But from the
beginning of creation, God made them male and female.
7 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother,
8 and the two shall become one flesh; consequently they
are no longer two, but one flesh. 9 What therefore God
has joined together, let no man separate.””

Mosesʼ Exception clause
Deuteronomy 24:1
“When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it
happens that she finds no favor in his eyes
because he has found some indecency in her, and
he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in
her hand and sends her out from his house,-”
Observe: This is Descriptive not Prescriptive.
Observe: The meaning of “some indecency” is unclear.
HILLEL - “for just about any reason” (no favor)
SHAMMAI - “sexual offense” (some indecency)
Observe: Jesus’ understanding of this text is revealed in
Mark 10:1-12 & Matthew 19:8-10

View #2 Because we are called to be separate
from the world we stay clear of secular politics.
(Anabaptist Christians, Most cults)

Godʼs design in the creation story
Genesis 1:24

“For this reason a man shall leave his
father and his mother, and be joined to
his wife; and they shall become one flesh.”
Observe: This is a part of the cultural mandate of
creation making marriage a common and universal
part of God’s plan for man.
Observe: This text is the basis of all subsequent
references to marriage and divorce.
Observe: Marriage is moving from being ministered to,
to having a ministry.
Observe: There is nothing said about divorce.

“10 And in the house the disciples began
questioning Him about this again. 11
And He said to them, “Whoever divorces
his wife and marries another woman
commits adultery against her; 12 and if
she herself divorces her husband and
marries another man, she is committing
adultery.”
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Matthewʼs Exception clause

Pastoral application

Matthew 19:9

“And I say to you, whoever divorces his
wife, except for immorality, and marries
another woman commits adultery.”
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Example
of Jesus being IN but not OF
the world.

Disciples see marriage
between a man and
woman as about more
than their temporal
happiness.

Respect for
human depravity

Respect for
human dignity

Damage
control

God’s Plan

Respect for the
Cross

Respect
for peace

Harmony

Wisdom

God’s Grace

Pastoral considerations for the
evangelical Christian.
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