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Most ancient empires were formed from 
military conquest but not Christianity.

1. Its unique message
2. Its evangelical outreach
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Christianity
The unexpected 

revelation of   
a holy God

Fulton J. Sheen

“Of all the great religious 
leaders of history, Jesus is 

unique in that he alone came 
for the purpose of dying.”

The unexpected 
victory of a  

suffering servant
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 Christianity is the only religion 
that celebrates the death  

of its founder

 and calls  
its participants to  

be living sacrifices.

4

Hebrews 13 
“20 Now the God of peace, who brought 
up from the dead the great Shepherd 
of the sheep through the blood of the 
eternal covenant, even Jesus our 
Lord, 21 equip you in every good thing 
to do His will, working in us that 
which is pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the 
glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

The author’s Benediction
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Hebrews 13 
“20 Now the God of peace,  

who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of 
the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
even Jesus our Lord,  

21 equip you in every good thing to do His will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever 
and ever. Amen.” 

The author’s Benediction

WONDER of the Cross

WORD of the Cross

WAY of the Cross

Serenity

Security

Significance

Human longings
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Hebrews 13 
“20 Now the God of peace,”

WONDER of the Cross
Isaiah 9:6 

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be 
given to us; and his name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, Prince of peace,”

Isaiah 26:12 
“Lord, You will establish peace for us, since 
You have also performed for us all our 
works.”
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Hebrews 13 
“20 Now the God of peace,”

WONDER of the Cross
John 14:27 

“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. 
Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be 
fearful.”

Colossians 3:15 
“And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body; and be thankful.”
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Hebrews 13 
“20 Now the God of peace,”

WONDER of the Cross =

Spiritual reconciliation
What Christ has done FOR us at the Cross.

Soul rest
What Christ does IN us by his Spirit.

Social renewal
What Christ does THROUGH us as his church.
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A common 
assumption

The Gospel offers a 
different perspective.

Without inner peace  
there will be no social peace or justice.

If you want   
social peace  
you need a      
just society.
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We know that we are not  
walking in the light 

 when we don’t  
have peace.

Hebrews 13 
“20 Now the God of peace,”

WONDER of the Cross

Ephesians 1 
“18 {I pray that} the eyes of your heart may be 
enlightened, so that you may know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory 
of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the 
surpassing greatness of His power toward us who 
believe.”
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1.
WORD of 
the Cross

2. 
WAY of

the Cross

What Christ  
did FOR us

 What Christ  
does IN and 

THROUGH us

Justified by 
FAITH

Witnessed by 
FOLLOWING

The WONDER of the Cross  
is “peace” rooted in two truths: 
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Hebrews 13 
“20 . . . who brought up from the dead the 
great Shepherd of the sheep through the 
blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus 
our Lord, 

WORD of the Cross =  
Atoning sacrifice - Resurrection

Not the works of the Law 
Human achievement in this life & world

Romans 4:5 
“But to the one who does not work, but 

believes in Him who justifies the ungodly,    
his faith is reckoned as righteousness,” 
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1 Corinthians 15 
“1 Now I make known to you, brethren, the 
gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received, in which also you stand, 2 by 
which also you are saved, if you hold fast 
the word which I preached to you, unless 
you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you 
as of first importance what I also received, 
that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, 
and that He was raised on the third day 
according to the Scriptures,”

Paul’s Gospel is centered in the 
death and resurrection of Christ.
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The emphasis of the Gospels

      Matthew

      Mark

      Luke

      John

The Passion and 
Resurrection

Teaching and Miracles 
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      birth, teaching, miracles, deeds of Jesus

The Passion and 
Resurrection

Epistles

Gospels
Time line of 3 yr. ministry

The emphasis 
of the Epistles
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Two great exchanges  
2 Corinthians 5:21 

“He made Him who 
knew no sin to be 
sin on our behalf,

Our sin  

His righteousness  

Our sacrifice

His sacrifice   

 so that we 
might become 

the righteousness    
of God in Him.”

The Way of the Cross

The Word of the Cross
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Two aspects of holiness  

in and through me  for me  

✓a child of God	

✓fixed position	

✓based on faith	

✓my identity  

✓a disciple of Christ	

✓dynamic posture	

✓based on faithfulness	

✓my calling  
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Time

Ho
lin
es
s

Legal position - “In Christ” by faith  

(the Gospel message)

Life experience - Christ in us 

Two types of righteousness
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Faith

Faith

Facts

•   We can’t expect feelings to pull 
the train & fruit is not fuel for it.

•   Fruit & feelings make the train a 
comfortable place to ride.

•   Fruit & feelings should not lead, 
but rather follow faith in facts

•   The train will go without fruit & 
feelings but not without faith.

Fruit
Feelings

20

Hebrews 13 
21 equip you in every good thing to do His 
will, working in us that which is pleasing in 
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be the glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

WAY of the Cross =  
equipping - working - glorifying

Obedience driven by pride, fear, or hate 
DOES NOT glorify God.

Obedience driven by humility, joy, & love 
DOES glorify God.
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Ephesians 2 

The Word of the Cross & Faith
“8 For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of 
works, that no one should boast.” 

“10 For we are His workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should 
walk in them.” 

The Way of the Cross & Fruit
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•The power and authority of the 
Gospel is in it message.

•The message is the Cross and 
Resurrection of Christ.

•The cross and resurrection is 
notarized as believers respond to 
this world’s brokenness in 
showing and telling HIS STORY.

What is the Point?
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Ears t
o  

Hear

Hebrews
Next week 

13:22-25
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