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John Piper

“Missions is not  
the ultimate goal  
of the church.  
Worship is.”

What is worship?
A church service?
Hymns and prayer?
A feeling of awe?

Something  
else?

Romans 12 
“1 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, 
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

Worship is  
- a response to God’s grace.

- a service to God’s people 
- a sacrifice of our selfishness

- a display of God’s will

           1. 
Grace of    

God deeply 
sensed

     2. 
Cross of 

Christ willingly 
carried

3. 
Body of   

Christ rightly 
discerned

4. 
Gifts of the 

Spirit properly 
used

      5. 
Love for the 

brethren 
openly shown

6. 
Witness to the 

world powerfully 
demonstrated

vs.1a vs.14-21 

vs.9-13 

vs.6-8 vs.3-5 

vs.1ab-2 

“Your spiritual service of worship”

Romans 12 

Two great exchanges  
2 Corinthians 5:21 

“He made Him who 
knew no sin to be 
sin on our behalf,

Our sin  

His righteousness  

Our sacrifice

His sacrifice   

 so that we might 
become the 

righteousness    
of God in Him.”

The Way of the Cross

The Word of the Cross



Sabbath is not a day,  
but rather a lifestyle of rest.

Worship is not only an event or an 
emotion but a lifestyle of gratitude 

and self sacrificing service.

Hebrews 4:1-5

Hebrews 13

Colossians 2:16-17 
“Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you 
eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a 
New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day.” 

Hebrews 13 
“15 Through him (Jesus) then, let us continually offer 

up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of 
lips that give thanks to His name. 16 And do not 
neglect doing good and sharing; for with such 
sacrifices God is pleased.’” 

Christian       Worship

Our Gratitude  
for His sacrifice

Our Generosity  
as a testimony

Both are “through him (Jesus)” his Spirit.

Both are “offered up” as an expression of worship 
Both should be a “continual” habit in our lives.

Mother Teresa

When asked about her ministry  
as a social worker she replied, 

“My ministry is 
not social work, 

it is worship. 
My care for the 
suffering is my 
love for Jesus.”

Romans 1:21 
“For even though they knew God, they 
did not honor Him as God, or give 
thanks; but they became futile in their 
speculations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. ” 

Gratitude to God

Worship  
(Respect for and gratitude to God)  
are basic expressions of true faith.

Gratitude to God
1 Thessalonians 5:18 

in everything give thanks; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

Is “God’s will”  
“giving thanks” or the circumstances?

The focus of the passage 
seems to be, not on our 
circumstances, but our 

response to them.

1 Thessalonians 5 
“12 But we request of you, brethren, that you 
appreciate those who diligently labor among you, 
and have charge over you in the Lord and give you 
instruction, 13 and that you esteem them very 
highly in love because of their work. Live in peace 
with one another. 14 And we urge you, brethren, 
admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, 
help the weak, be patient with all men. 15 See that 
no one repays another with evil for evil, but always 
seek after that which is good for one another and for 
all men. 16 Rejoice always; 17 pray without ceasing; 
18 in everything give thanks; 18 for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

“This” = it is God’s will to follow Christ.



Matthew 26 
“27 And when He had taken a cup and 
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is My 
blood of the covenant, which is poured 
out for many for forgiveness of sins.”” 

knowing that it would mean his sacrifice 
on the cross, for the sins of the world.

Jesus gave thanks

Our worship is also 
the Word & Way of the Cross

Matthew 22 
“36 ‘Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ 
37 And He said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.” 38 This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 
The second is like it, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 40 On these two commandments depend the 
whole Law and the Prophets.’” 

Christian Worship is:
- our Thanksgiving 

FOR Christ’s 
sacrifice.

- our Testimony 
TO Christ’s 
sacrifice.

The WORD  
of the Cross

The WAY 
of the Cross

2 Corinthians 9 
“12 For the ministry of this service is not only 
fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is 
also overflowing through many thanksgivings 
to God. 13 Because of the proof given by this 
ministry they will glorify God for your obedience 
to your confession of the gospel of Christ, and 
for the liberality of your contribution to them 
and to all,” 

Generosity with man

Phil.2:3-4, Eph.4:28, Rom.12:13, Gal.6:6-10, 
Jas.2:14-18, 1Tim.6:17-19, 1Jn.3:16-18,  

God measures giving, not by 
how much we give, but rather 

by how much we give up 
(sacrifice).

Luke 21 
“1 And He looked up and saw the rich putting their 
gifts into the treasury. 2 And He saw a certain poor 
widow putting in two small copper coins. 3 And He 
said, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in 
more than all of them; 4 for they all out of their 
surplus put into the offering; but she out of her 
poverty put in all that she had to live on.””

R.G. LeTourneau

“It’s not about how much of 
my money I give to God, but 

how much of His money I 
keep for myself.”

There are really only two things 
that we leave on the table when 
we pass from this life:

1. The love we shared
2. The difference we made

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/they_say_it_is_better_to_be_poor_and_happy_than/150817.html


are telling the world 
what we believe  
WE NEED  
to feel alive.

The things we chase, 
cling to & consume,

MESSIAH MISSION

When things other than Jesus  
(like family, ministry, material assets, etc.)  

take on a messianic rather than a mission role, 

DON’T CONFUSE:

Where do we seek to find LIFE 
security, significance, and serenity?

and
This should be the 
source of our faith, 

hope, and love.

This should be the  
sacrificial, service  

of worship.

we will manipulate, not minister,
and definitely not worship God.

Human 

leadersh
ip     

in the church

Hebrews
Next week 
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