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12:14-17  
Despised birthright

The majesty of Christ

(How to respect our spiritual birthright?)
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Profile of inmates that do not reform. 
(recidivism)

•  short sightedness - failure to see and / or 
respect the consequences of behaviors.

•  impatience - failure to delay gratification.
•  impulsiveness - failure to think before 

acting out.
•  anger - failure to get past grievances.
•  anxiety - failure to find inner peace.

The story of Jacob & Esau
and the importance of valuing  

our spiritual birthright.
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Walking the 
Way of the 

Cross

Majoring on 
majors, not 

minors

Valuing the 
support of 
the church

• Following the example of those on the list 
(Heb.11) as well as Jesus and his Apostles. 

How to get on the “By faith” list

• Valuing God’s discipline in life’s experiences. 
• Staying on the right path. 

Valuing our 
inheritance      

in Christ
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Hebrews 12 
“1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of 
witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 
every encumbrance, and the sin which so easily 
entangles us , and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on 
Jesus , the author and perfecter of faith, who for 
the joy set before Him endured the cross , 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider 
Him who has endured such hostility by sinners 
against Himself, so that you may not grow 
weary and lose heart. ” 

Hebrews 12 begins with  
a summary point of chapters 11-12.
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Genesis 25  Jacob & Esau 
“27 When the boys grew up, Esau became a skillful hunter, 
a man of the field; but Jacob was a civilized man, living in 
tents (stayed at home). 28  Now Isaac loved (favored) Esau 
because he had a taste for game; but Rebekah loved 
(favored) Jacob. 29 When Jacob had cooked a stew one day, 
Esau came in from the field and he was exhausted; 30 and 
Esau said to Jacob, “Please let me have a mouthful of that 
red stuff there, for I am exhausted.” Therefore he was 
called Edom (red) by name. 31 But Jacob said, “First sell me 
your birthright (1st bornÕs inheritance).” 32 Esau said, “Look, I 
am about to die; so of what use then is the birthright to 
me?” 33 And Jacob said, “First swear to me”; so he swore 
an oath to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 Then 
Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew; and he ate and 
drank, and got up and went on his way.  

So Esau despised his birthright .”
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Hebrews 12 
“14 Pursue  peace  with all men, and the 
sanctification  (holy, set apart) without which 
no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it  that no 
one comes short of the grace of God ; that 
no root of bitterness springing up causes 
trouble, and by it many be defiled (impure); 16 
that there be no immoral  (idolatry) or godless 
person like Esau , who sold his own 
birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know 
that even afterwards, when he desired to 
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he 
found no place for repentance , though he 
sought for it (the blessing) with tears.” 
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Hebrews 12 
“14 Pursue peace  with all men, and the sanctification  

(holy, set apart) without which no one will see the Lord.  

15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace  of God ; 
that no root of bitterness  springing up causes trouble, 
and by it many be defiled (impure); 16 that there be no 
immoral  (idolatry) or godless  person  

like Esau , who sold his own birthright  for a single 
meal . 17 For you know that even afterwards, when he 
desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he 
found no place for repentance , though he sought for it 
(the blessing) with tears. .” 

Be a peacemaker and an alien in this world.

Be gracious and pure before God.

Unlike Esau, under stress, show your identity.
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Hebrews 12 
“14 Pursue  peace  with all men, and the 
sanctification  (holiness) without which no one 
will see the Lord.” 

The Word 
of the 
Cross

The Way 
of the 
Cross

Seek peace God’s way

Peace 
with 
life

Peace 
with 

others
Peace 
with 
self

Peace 
with 
God

Ju
sti

ce
Justification
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Martin Luther King, Jr.

“Peace is not 
merely a distant 
goal that we seek
but a means by 
which we arrive 
at that goal. ”
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¥  They are not 
surprised by 
conflict.

¥  They are 
not afraid  
of conflict.

¥  They are not 
fomenters of 
conflict.

They are not 
easily shaken

Peacemakers stay cool       
- avoiding these  

common mistakes.because
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Hebrews 12 
“15 See to it  that no one comes short of 
the grace of God ; that no root of bitterness  
(bitter fruit) springing up causes trouble, and 
by it many be defiled (impure);” 

Do we seek membership in a

PERSECUTED GROUP
to justify our bitterness? 

women

Asian

disabled

LGBTQ

veteran

elderly
Jewish

conservative
evangelicalMexican

foreigner
handicapped

Muslim

single
felon

under educated

over educated homeless

12



Hebrews 12 
“15 See to it  that no one comes short of 
the grace of God ; that no root of bitterness  
(bitter fruit) springing up causes trouble, and 
by it many be defiled (impure);” 

“Bitterness is like drinking poison  
and hoping that someone else dies.”

When there is bitterness & defilement it is

SHOWTIME
for those who have been forgiven  

and who forgive. 
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ÒBy FaithÓ 
Abel, Enoch,  Noah, Abraham, 

Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Jacob, Joseph, 
Moses, Joshua, Rahab, Gideon, 

Barak, Samson, David, Jephthah, 
Samuel, etc.

ÒBy SightÓ 

Esau 

Hebrews 12 
“16 that there be no immoral  (idolatry) or 
godless person like Esau , who sold his own 
birthright for a single meal.17 For you know 
that even afterwards, when he desired to 
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he 
found no place for repentance , though he 
sought for it (the blessing) with tears.” 
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Bane 
BatmanÕs foe in

ÒThe Dark KnightÓ

“To create despair you 
first need hope.”

(in the wrong things)

Jeremiah 2:13 
“For My people have committed 
two evils: They have forsaken 

Me, the fountain of living waters, 
to hew for themselves cisterns, 
broken cisterns, that can hold 

no water.” 
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Hebrews 12 
“16 that there be no immoral  (idolatry) or 
godless person like Esau , who sold his own 
birthright for a single meal.17 For you know 
that even afterwards, when he desired to 
inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he 
found no place for repentance , though he 
sought for it (the blessing) with tears.” 

When others live for this life and world it is

SHOWTIME
for those who live for the kingdom.
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    As a powerful woman, how do you 
respond to those who say that 
women are not free to be 
ordained to the priesthood  
in the Catholic Church? 

  ÒPower in the Kingdom of God 
is love. I donÕt need  
a position or a title  
to exercise that  
power.Ó Agnes Mary Donovan PhD

Superior General, Sisters of Life
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The Way of the Cross.

For Christians who wrongly feel that politics 
are the problem & the solution - 

It is

SHOWTIME
for the world to see kingdom power.
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 Anxiety 
is a negative audit      

of the future. 
“Something awful        

will happen.”

 Anger 
is a negative audit    

of the past. 
“Something awful      
has happened.”

• Blame - 
“Someone 
else blew it.”  

•  Shame -    
“I blew it.”  

When we feel anxious or angry,  
the Spirit of Christ is calling for,

ÒSHOWTIME.Ó

Anxiety and anger are SIGNS  
of a spiritual problem. 
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Know yourself 
- being honest with yourself is 

the first step to peace. 
Accept yourself 

- applying GodÕs grace to 
yourself by faith is step two. 

Get over yourself 
- a sign that you are healthy 

and postured to serve. 
Give yourself 

- walking in the way of the Cross  
as a part of the Òby faithÓ family  

Bearing   
God!s image

Secure   
in Christ

Living 
sacrifi ce

Making a 
difference
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What should we pursue and protect 
in living “by faith”?

•  Keep your eye on Jesus as both the Word 
and Way of the Cross.

•  Participate in Christian community as a team 
in the game of spiritual warfare.

•  Pray for wisdom to keep the main things the 
main things and to learn from mistakes.

•  Let anger and anxiety be an indication of 
how well you have learned to live “by faith”.

•  See the value of what you have “in Christ” 
both in this life and the life to come.
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Showtim
eÕs 

open house

Hebrews
Next week 

12:18-24
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