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11:30-35
Faith moving mountains

The majesty of Christ

(Can faith move mountains?)
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Maybe the “problem” is not God’s 
so much as our not understanding 

or liking God’s response.

If Jesus is the “Good 
Shepherd” why are the 

sheep suffering so?
“I just began to lose it. It 
wasn’t for lack of trying. 

But I just couldn’t believe 
there was a God in charge 

of this mess.”
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Berean Fact Check
• Hard times fall on both 

good and bad people.
• Studies indicate that 

prayer makes a difference,

• God’s people can have genuine 
faith and still not get what they 
expect and when they expect it.

 but it is slight and does not 
seem to matter who prays 
or to whom they pray.
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Abel - Gen.4:1-4 Offered the “firstlings”
Enoch - Gen.5:21-24 Walked with God
Noah - Gen.6:13-22 Trusted God’s warning

Abraham - Gen.12:1-4 Followed God’s call
Sarah - Gen.18:11-14 Ties to Abraham’s faith

Isaac - Gen.22:1-10 Offered up as sacrifice
Jacob - Gen.48:1-20 Blessed his sons
Joseph - Gen.50:24- Prophesied the Exodus
Moses - Ex.2:2, 1:16,22- Saw self as an alien
Exodus - Ex.14:22-29 Exodus from captivity
Joshua - Josh.6:15- walls of Jericho come down
Rehab - Josh.6:15- welcomed the spies
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, etc.

“By Faith”
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Hebrews 11 
“30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they 
had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab 
the harlot did not perish along with those who were 
disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace. 
32 And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I 
tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and 
Samuel and the prophets, 33 who by faith conquered 
kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained 
promises, shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the 
power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from 
weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put 
foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received back their 
dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not 
accepting their release, in order that they might obtain 
a better resurrection;”
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Hebrews 11 
“36 and others experienced mockings and scourgings, 
yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37 They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, 
they were put to death with the sword; they went 
about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not 
worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and 
caves and holes in the ground.” 

Not everyone 
should expect to 
have a pleasant 
experience in 
following God.

but 
WHY?
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Hebrews 11

“39 And all these, having gained approval 
through their faith, did not receive what 
was promised, 40 because God had 
provided something better for us, so that 
apart from us they should not be made 
perfect.”

✓ It was not for lack of FAITH.
✓ It was not for lack of PROMISE.

✓ It was not for lack of a GOD.
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He just wants  
to control the 
object,  
subject,  
& timing
of our expectations.

Satan does not want to take away 
God’s promises and our faith.
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Satan tempts us to believe that 
abundant life is ours through

Temptation always 
involves truth and trust.

3. if  we pray in faith.
2. that God can arrange,
1. circumstances in this world,

Bereans need to 
fact check this.
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 Satan tempts Jesus to claim promises  
from Scripture to satisfy legitimate needs.

1 Corinthians 10:13 
“… God is faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will provide the way of escape also, that 
you may be able to endure it.”

“4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man 
shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 
that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’”

Jesus appeals to a broader 
perspective and resists Satan.

Matthew 4 
“3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are 
the Son of God, command that these stones become 
bread.”
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1 Timothy 6
“5 . . . men of depraved mind and deprived of 
the truth, who suppose that godliness is a 
means of gain. 6 But godliness actually is a 
means of great gain, when accompanied 
by contentment. 7 For we have brought 
nothing into the world, so we cannot take 
anything out of it either. 8 And if we have 
food and covering, with these we shall be 
content.”

Paul defines wisdom, 
winning, strength and 
wealth as God does.
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6 But godliness actually is a means of great 
gain, when accompanied by contentment.
7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out 
of it either. 8 And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be 
content. 9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and 
many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 
10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a 
pang.”

1 Timothy 6 
“1 Let all who are under the yoke as slaves regard their own masters as 
worthy of all honor so that the name of God and our doctrine may not be 
spoken against. 2 And let those who have believers as their masters not be 
disrespectful to them because they are brethren, but let them serve them all 
the more, because those who partake of the benefit are believers and beloved. 
Teach and preach these principles. 3 If anyone advocates a different doctrine, 
and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with 
the doctrine conforming to godliness, 4 he is conceited and understands 
nothing; but he has a morbid interest in controversial questions and disputes 
about words, out of which arise envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, 
5 and constant friction between men of depraved mind and deprived of the 
truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.

The “have nots”

challenge

The “have lots”

challenge

“Fear not”

“Share lots”
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Prayers of faith to God,    
 for deliverance will always be 

granted as promised in Scripture?

“True prayer is asking God 
what He wants that will bring 
Him glory in and through us.”                                     

but not always  
in the time and way  
we want or expect.
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 When we delight ourselves  
in the Lord we should expect  

the desire of our heart to follow:
• NOT with worldly values

Psalm 37:4 
“Delight yourself in the LORD; And He 
will give you the desires of your heart.”

• BUT from the Spirit - that 
we may know His Son by 
sharing his sufferings. 
Philippians 3:10

We may expect the wrong THING.
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Matthew 21 
“21 And Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Truly I say to you, if you have faith, and do 
not doubt, you shall not only do what was 
done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the 
sea,’ it shall happen. 22 And all things you 
ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.”

• Pious prayers for conflicting needs?
• Pious prayers for evil requests?

• Pious prayers for 
harmful requests?

• In this age or the next?
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Jesus’ prayer has not been answered

Jesus’ prayer for the church       John 17:23 
“that they may be perfected in unity, so that 
the world may know that You sent me, and 
loved them, even as You have loved me.”

Romans 8 
“18 For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For 
the anxious longing of the creation waits 
eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.”

 but one day it will be answered.

We may expect the wrong TIME.
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1 Peter 3:15 
“but sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts, always being ready to make a 
defense to everyone who asks you to give 
an account for the hope that is in you, 
yet with  gentleness and reverence;” 

 If we want others to hear the Gospel,  
we need to display the nature of our hope  

so others see its uniqueness.

(whine & worry = witness)

Christ preps us for witness to a hope  
that this world can’t give or take away.
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2 Corinthians 4 
“16 Therefore we do not lose heart, 
but though our outer man is 
decaying, yet our inner man is 
being renewed day by day. 17 For 
momentary, light affliction is 
producing for us an eternal 
weight of glory far beyond all 
comparison, 18 while we look not 
at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not 
seen; for the things which are 
seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” 

God  
changes     

the things
  that are       
not seen

God’s Spirit anoints (indwells) US  
not our circumstances.
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• Our hope is a resurrected body, not 
the physical healing of this body.

PHYSICAL healing is a sign
• This is not a pastoral solution but an 

evangelistic SIGN of spiritual authority.

• As a special gift of the Spirit, 
healing was not normally an 
agenda for common prayer.

• If our hope is physical 
healing in this life,    
Satan wins.
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2 Corinthians 12 
“7 … there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to buffet me –– to keep me 
from exalting myself! 8 Concerning this I 
entreated the Lord three times that it might 
depart from me. 9 And He has said to me, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected 
in weakness.”. . . 10 Therefore I am well content 
with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, 
with persecutions, with difficulties (joyless), for 
Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am 
strong.”

•  Circumstances can be ARE platforms for
 spiritual POWER that is not of this world.
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John 17 

“15 I do not ask Thee to take them out of the 
world, but to keep them from the evil one. 16 
They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
the world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; Thy 
word is truth. 18 As Thou didst send Me into 
the world, I also have sent them into the world.” 

Jesus seems more concerned about  
the world’s impact on us  

than our impact on the world.
Is it because if we lose our saltiness  

we can have no impact on this world?
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• Pray that hearts will be enlightened.

How should we pray when we 
don’t know what to pray for?

• Pray to be a part of God’s answer to 
someone else’s prayer.

• Pray that peace and power will be 
experienced.

• Pray that responses to circumstances 
would be a wise witness to the true 
hope.
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Making 

wise 

decisio
ns

Hebrews
Next week 

12:1-3
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