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A study
of three
souls:

Lieutenant Dan
- controlled by a
fantasy of the past.

Jenny
- controlled by
a fantasy of
the future.

The majesty of Christ

HEBREW

11:23-29
Signs of Faith

(What are signs of true faith?)

Lieutenant Dan seeks life by dying in
battle as a hero
like his ancestral predecessors.

“I’m not a smart man, but I
know what love is.”

“Momma always said you've
got to put the past behind
you before you can move on.”

“Life is like a box of chocolates,”

“Stupid is as stupid does.”
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Jenny, the product of an abusive home,
seeks life in a counter culture with self
destructive behavior.
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“I look on all sides and see Matthew 6 JROR S
nothing but obscurity; “3; The lamp of the body is the & “American spirituality can be

nature offers me nothin R . iy reduced to moralistic, therapeutic,
but matter for doubt.” " eye; if therefore your eye is 5l deism . .. that sees the human

Pascal clear, your whole body will be dilemma as dysfunction more than

full of light 23 But if your eye is . sin, with Jesus as a life coach that

The cosmos is all there is, bad, your whole body will be full
was, or ever will be. .

Carl Sagan of darkness. If therefore the light

that is in you is darkness, how

great is the darkness!”

leads us to a better marriage,
happier kids, and greater
success in our race for

the American dream.”

“Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.”

Solomon

Dr. Christian Smith

Jesus Christ (Sociologist of Religion & Culture) =

How you The nature of our faith Our core struggles in life

see the b_lg is exposed in: are spiritual and perceptual.
p!Cture will ey Genesis 3:6

dictate the . how we respond to life’s “When the woman saw that the tree was good
answer. Is this

an eye
How do we or an
see the big ear? g
picture of life? :

ups & downs,

and how we define wisdom,
wealth, winning & weakness,

for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was desirable to make one
wise, she took from its fruit and ate;”

2 Corinthians 4:8

“while we look not at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen;
for the things which are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are
eternal.”

The devil is in

the big picture rooted \' what we
(as well as the details). n
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Hebrews 11
“1 Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen.
2 For by it (faith) the men of old
gained approval.”

vs.3-40 pictures faith as trusting a God who
promises an unfolding Gospel of grace.

Faith looks beyond this life.

Romans 1

“18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
19 because that which is known about God is
evident within them; for God made it evident
to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His
invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood
through what has been made, so that they are
without excuse. 21 For even though they knew
God, they did not honor Him as God, or give
thanks; but they became futile in their
speculations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.”

Abel - Gen.4:1-4 Offered the “firstlings”
Enoch - Gen.5:21-24 Walked with God
Noah - Gen.6:13-22 Trusted God’s warning

Abraham - Gen.12:1-4 Followed God’s call
Sarah - Gen.18:11-14 United with Abram’s faith

Isaac - Gen.22:1-10 Offered up as sacrifice

Jacob - Gen.48:1-20 Blessed his sons Faith
Joseph - Gen.50:24- Prophesied the Exodus IOOkS
Moses - Ex.2:2, 1:16,22- Saw self as an alien beyond
Exodus - Ex.14:22-29 Exodus from captivity this life.

Joshua - Josh.6:15- walls of Jericho come down

Rehab - Josh.6:15- welcomed the spies
Gideon, Jephthah, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, etc.
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Our PERCEPTION will shape our faith.

Hebrews 11

“23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden
for three months by his parents, because they saw
he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of
the king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter; 25 choosing rather to endure ill-treatment
with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing
pleasures of sin; 26 considering the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt;
for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left
Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he
endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.”

Our faith will generate FEARLESSNESS.

Our fearlessness will be seen in our BEHAVIOR.

“28 By faith he kept the Passover and the
sprinkling of the blood, so that he who
destroyed the first-born might not touch them.”
29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as
though they were passing through dry land;
and the Egyptians, when they attempted it,
were drowned.”

NO! YES!
Avoiding risks and The Way of the Cross
playing it safe at all costs  will involve risky action

in this life is the key to

and often mean stepping
peace and success.

out in the dark.
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1 decisions when you
£ know what your

values are.”

Roy Disney




“I know the sun exists
not because I can see
it but rather

that by it I see

everything
else.”

g
“The vision must be
followed by the venture.
It is not enough to stare
up the steps - we
must step up
the stairs.”

Vance Havner
(revivalist preacher)

Christianity is superficial,
until you see it as the word of life.

1 Peter 1

“6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now
for a little while, if necessary, you have been
distressed by various trials, 7 that the proof of
your faith, being more precious than gold which
is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be
found to result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ: s and though you
have not seen Him, you love Him, and though
you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you
greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of
glory, o obtaining as the outcome of your faith
the salvation of your souls.”
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True Repentance starts with Insight.

Luke 15:11-32 The Parable of the sons

v Autonomy (leaving home)

v Worldliness (living it up)

v Pain (feeling the heat)

‘/ In5|ght (seeing the light)
v Commitment (charting a path)
‘/ Action (returning home)

v Reunion (experiencing grace)

Steps in spiritual development
The Root

Know yourself Shaine

(get in touch with your heart)

Accept yourself nsight
(acceg Gc!l’s grace) & Falth
The Fruit

Forget yourself

(think of yourself less often)

Give yourself

(be salt & light to the world)

Next week

A711:30-35)
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