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The majesty of Christ

HEBREWS

10:26-39
Leaving the Faith

(Once saved, always saved?)

In the “last days” we should expect
enduring faith to be tested.

Matthew 24
“10 And at that time many will fall
away and will deliver up one another
and hate one another. 11 And many
false prophets will arise, and will
mislead many. 12 And because
lawlessness is increased, most people’s
love will grow cold. 13 But the one who
endures to the end, he shall be saved.”

Hebrews is written to believers
who are tempted to leave the faith.

(For many - going back to Old Covenant)

Hebrews 2:1
“For this reason we must pay much closer attention to
what we have heard, so that we do not drift away

from it.”
Hebrews 6

“4 For in the case of those who have once been
enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and
have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and
have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the
age to come, 6 and then have fallen away, it is
impossible to renew them again to repentance, since
they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and
put Him to open shame.””

context, context, context
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Acts - Epistles

Heb.10:32-39
Heb.10:26-31 Remember the freedom
Remember the fear that experienced under the New

ovenant. Abide in faith
knowing this is what pleases
God and saves your soul.

came under the Old
Covenant Law, which
has been displaced.

Don'’t forget Old Covenant culture.

Hebrews 10

“26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a
sacrifice for sins, 27 but a terrifying expectation of
judgment and the fury of a fire which will consume
the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has ignored the Law
of Moses is put to death without mercy on the
testimony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much
more severe punishment do you think he will deserve
who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has
regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by
which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit
of grace. 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is
Mine, I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge
His people.” 31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.”




Capital offenses under the Law of a holy God:

» Rape of a woman

* Premarital sex

* Adultery with a
married woman

- Sacrificing to gods
other than YHWH

* Human sacrifice

» Worshiping false gods

- False prophecy * Loss of virginity

+ Communicating with prior to marriage
the dead * Homosexual acts

+ Witchcraft in general * Prostitution

+ Blasphemy - Bestiality

+ Sabbath breaking * A son who persists in

- A foreigner too close to disobeying parents
the tabernacle + Kidnapping

» Murder + Contempt of court

- Smiting a parent + False witness to a

+ Cursing a parent capital crime
Read Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. (Matt.5)

Don’t forget New Covenant culture.

Hebrews 10

“32 But remember the former days, when, after
being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of
sufferings, 33 partly by being made a public spectacle
through insults and distress, and partly by becoming
companions with those who were so treated. 34 For
you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted
joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that
you have for yourselves a better and lasting
possession. 35 Therefore, do not throw away your
confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you
have need of endurance, so that when you have done
the will of God, you may receive what was promised.
37 For yet in a very little while, he who is coming will
come, and will not delay.”

Hebrews 10
“38 But My righteous one will live by faith;
and if he shrinks back, My soul has no
pleasure in him. 39 But we are not among
those who shrink back to destruction, but of
those who have faith for the safekeeping of
the soul.”

Abiding faith in God, expressed
by believing the Gospel of Christ

is necessary for assurance
of eternal life.
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Why was Jesus & Paul harder
on religious people who
did not believe
than on immoral sinners
who did not behave?

The Word of the Cross
made provision
for misbehavior

It is a fundamental mistake
to ignore the Law

but a fatal mistake
to ignore the Cross

and a foolish mistake

Is faith a gift to all humans simply
because they bear God’s Image?
James 3:9
“With it (the tongue) we bless our Lord and Father, and
with it we curse men, who have been made in the
likeness of God;”

Can the redeemed be lost by denying God?

2 Peter 2:1
“But false prophets also appeared among the people,
just as there will also be false teachers among you,
who will secretly introduce destructive heresies,
even denying the Master who bought them,

but not for tO ignore or abuse bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”
) o . . ) Is the unforgivable sin the rejection of the
”T ! disbelief. one's freedom' Gospel before or even after conversion?
10 11 12



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacrifice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_sacrifice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/False_prophet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witchcraft
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blasphemy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabbath_breaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honor_your_father_and_your_mother
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adultery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_and_homosexuality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kidnapping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contempt_of_court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perjury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_crime

Paul addr_esses tt_\e same issue
in Galatians.

Galatians 3

“1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched
you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
publicly portrayed as crucified? . .. 3 Are you
so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you
now being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you
suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was
in vain? . . . 6 Even so Abraham believed God,
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 7
Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of
faith who are sons of Abraham.”

When we reject the
Gospel we are not
true to ourselves
and are separate

from God.

no",-l- BE If we reject

STUPID stand exposed
to the holy God

the New
on our own merit.

The Old Covenant
is no longer
operative.

Covenant’s
provision, we

Observation #1
Many Christians believe that God’s
sovereignty and our depravity demand
that saving faith be outside our control.

Is divin_e .election
individual
or cor, o_rate
“in Christ”?
Is man’s “choice”

really just a part of
God'’s choice?
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The “Saving Faith
is a Gift” view

God sovereignly chooses
the eled
from

If salvation is fully of
God and not of any
human merit then

faith must be a gift.

Faith is a sign
or marker that
identifies God’s

obedience

chosen people.

There is a danger that we
put God in a small box,
making:
His sovereignty too superficial,
His relationships too shallow,
His image in man too weak,
. His warnings inauthentic,

_ His ethics meaningless

Does faith come from regeneration or lead to it?
Romans 11:23
“And they (unbelieving (Israel) also, if they do not
continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in;
for God is able to graft them in again.”

2 Corinthians 3:16
“but whenever a man turns to the Lord,
the veil (separating man from God) is taken away.”
John 3:16
“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only
Son, that everyone who believes in Him will not
perish, but have eternal life.”

Acts 16:31
“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved,”
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Observation #2

But saving faith is more often pictured
in Scripture as a free human response.

e [f there 1s no real
freedom can there

If saving faith is decreed by God:

¢ Why should Paul bother to use persuasion at
all? (Acts 17:3-4,17; 18:4; 19:8-9). Note that in
Acts 14:1 the Apostles “spoke in such a manner
that a great multitude believed.”

¢ Why does God “give the gift of faith” to so many

¢ In Scripture, faith is consistently ascribed to man,
not God. Lk.7:50 “Your faith has saved you”, Matt.9:22
“Your faith has made you well’, Matt.9:28-29 “it shall be

done to you according to your faith.”
¢ Why did Christ marvel at unbelief?

¢ Faith is pictured as contrary to “works” rather

be any real / }o)) Americans and to so few Libyans, Mongolians, than an expression of meritorious behavior.
meaning to love, ¢ o Tibetans, Afghans, Tunisians, Turks, etc? L " .
hi > . @ ¢ If being “dead” in our sins (Eph.2:1) means that
etl I:S > Julslt'lce, NAT ® + How can demonic activity hinder a direct work we had no power to believe, why do believers sin
re ajonsiip, s of the Spirit? Lk.8:12; 2 Cor:4. since they “died to sin” (Rom.6:2-3)?
etc.: ‘_ N
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Ephesians 2:8-9 John 6 A modified

“we are saved by grace through faith and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift of God not as
a result of works, so that no one may boast.”

* The Greek “that” (neuter) does not link to “faith”
(feminine) making it likely that the whole of salvation
is in view.

* The “gift of God” refers to salvation not faith as

in Rom.6:23 “but the free gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Interpretive paraphrase:
“Salvation is God’s part, faith is our part.”
A.T. Robertson (Word Pictures in the New Testament #IV

“37 all that the Father gives Me shall
come to Me,” 145 “No one can come to
Me, unless the Father who sent Me
draws him,” ss “no one can come to
Me, unless it has been granted him
from the Father.”

These verses speak of the (already)
believing remnant within Israel who
would recognize the Messiah and
follow him when he appears.

“free will” view

Regeneration takes
place at the time of
saving faith.

Saving faith is a
free response to
God’s grace in
the Gospel.

Saving faith is
an option for all
who bear the
image of God.

God provides
Redemption for all

God soveggi chooses
Christ & by faith
make body

Orthodox
confession

of faith é

Regeneration

(New birth) %

God’s Our

grace response
Faithful

Eternal life following

of Christ
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“Calvinism emphasizes divine sovereignty and
free grace; Arminianism emphasizes human
responsibility. The one restricts the saving grace
to the elect; the other extends it to all men on
the condition of faith. Both are right in what
they assert; both are wrong in what they deny. If
one important truth is pressed to the exclusion
of another truth of equal importance, it becomes
an error, and loses its hold upon the conscience.
The Bible gives us a theology which is more
human than Calvinism, and more divine
than Arminianism, and more Christian than
either of them.”

Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church , vo. VIII:815-6
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