
Hebrews 10:1-10
Lesson #22

Seeing clearly
06/9/2024

apttoteach.org

1

10:1-10
Seeing clearly

The majesty of Christ

(How do Old and New Covenants relate?)
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Having eyes to see  
was a big deal in Jesus’ teaching.

Matthew 6 
“22 The lamp of the body is the eye; if 
therefore your eye is clear, your 
whole body will be full of light. 23 
But if your eye is bad, your whole 
body will be full of darkness. If 
therefore the light that is in you is 
darkness, how great is the darkness!” 
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Glory
- the vision 
of Paradise
(2 Cor.12)

Philippians 4:9 
“The things you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, practice these things; and 
the God of peace shall be with you.”

Four vital insights shaped Paul’s soul:
Guilt  

- the shame 
of his flesh

(Rom. 7)

Grace  
- the mercy of  
God in Christ

(Rom. 8)

What & the way we see  
plays a vital role  

in our lives.

Gift  
- the power of 

weakness  
in ministry
(2 Cor.12)
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Hebrews 10:1-10 (Interpretive paraphrase) 
“The Old Covenant Law with its sacrifice of animals 
was only a shadow to the coming sacrifice of 
Christ’s body and blood. The O.C. sacrifices were 
repeated yearly and reminded us of our sins which 
continued to separate us from God. From the 
beginning it was never God’s plan for the Law to 
save us but rather to lead us to the one who would. 
Jesus knew that his body and blood would be the 
final and effective offering that would remove the 
curse of sin and reconcile us to God.”

The O.C. was not our promised hope 
but it exposes our need for it,  

and points us to it.
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The O.C. law is not our promised hope  
for being right with God 

in that it simply exposes our lack of holiness

This message is underscored throughout 
the New Testament because it is key       

to virtually everything else.

★  our security with God.

★  our significance in life.

and points us to the Word of the Cross

★  our serenity of soul.
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Jesus came to fulfill  
the demands of the Law at the cross.

Matthew 5 

“17 Do not think that I 
came to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; I did 
not come to abolish, but 
to fulfill. 18 For truly I 
say to you, until heaven 
and earth pass away, 
not the smallest letter or 
stroke shall pass away 
from the Law, until all 
is accomplished.” 
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Galatians 3:12 

 “However the Law is not of 
faith; on the contrary, He who 
practices them shall live by 
them. Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the Law, 
having become a curse for us.” 

At the Cross, the Law covenant was 
verified, fulfilled, and terminated.
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What did Jesus do with the Law?

He absorbed 
its demands

“I have not come to 
destroy but to fulfill.”

All that it 
demanded of 
humanity was 

fulfilled by him.

He abolished 
its sting

“abolishing in His 
flesh the enmity”

He set all 
believers free 

from the Law’s 
covenant curse.

He affirmed 
its authority
“You have heard it 
said, but I say,,,.”

He clarified the  
standard so 

that all would 
be humbled.
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      Hebrews 7:18 
 “For, on the one hand, there is a setting 
aside of a former commandment 
because of its weakness and uselessness 
(for the Law made nothing perfect), and 
on the other hand there is a bringing in 
of a better hope, through which we draw 
near to God.”

At the Cross, 
the Law covenant was set aside.
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Acts 11:15 
“And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
them just as He did upon us at the beginning.”

The crucifixion, resurrection, 
Pentecost events marked the 

beginning of the New covenant age. 

Old Covenant

New Covenant
Acts - Epistles

Old Testament - Gospels

1 Corinthians 11:25 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood.”
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 Old Covenant           

New Covenant
Acts - Epistles

Ephesians 3:3-5 
“that by revelation there was made known 
to me the mystery, . . . which in other 
generations was not made known to the 
sons of men, as it has now been revealed 
to His holy apostles and prophets in the 
Spirit;”

“The Body of Christ”
Old Testament - Gospels

Paul’s New Revelation
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Continuity
 

The New 
Covenant 

upgrades the 
Old Covenant.

How are we to understand the tension between 
the Old and New Covenants?

Conflict
The Christ  

of faith vs. the 
Jesus of history

Contrast
The New 
Covenant

replaces the 
Old Covenant
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Time

Ho
lin

es
s

Legal position “in Christ”  

(instant & perfect)

Life experience  

(process & imperfect)

What can 
we expect in 
this life?

Two types of holiness
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Time

Ho
lin

es
s

“In Christ” by faith  

(Word of  the Cross)

                     Christ in us  

(Way of  the Cross)

2. Our lifestyle in Christ is our significance.
1. Our legal standing in Christ is our security.
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LIfe experience  

(walking in the Spirit and waiting)

A rich inheritance inspires

Time

Ho
lin

es
s

Our reconciliation with God “in Christ”  

Joint heirs with Christ by faith

drifting away

neglect

a walk by faith.
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Christ’s 
righteousness 
(unto all who 

believe)

Humanity’s sin 
(unto Christ)

Three great imputations

Adam’s sin 
(unto all humanity)
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The great exchange  
2 Corinthians 5:21 

“He made Him who knew no sin to be sin 
on our behalf, so that we might become 

the righteousness of God in Him.”

Our sin  

His righteousness  

We bear his holiness in the 
same way and to the same 
extent that he bore our sin.
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Don’t confuse the ministries 	
 of the Law, the Son, and the Spirit.

Paraclete  
(Comforter) 

The Spirit 

Surrogate 
(Substitute) 

Jesus

Tutor  
(Mirror) 

The Law 

Mistake #1 - conflating the Old & New Covenants
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Time

Ho
lin
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s

Legal position “in Christ”  

(instant & perfect)

Life experience  
(little or no change)

Mistake #2 - Minimize the importance of 
Godly behavior motivated by love not fear.

It’s only about staying out of hell.
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Time

Ho
lin

es
s

Believing that a person can be 
justified before God in this life 

by living a holy life.

Rejecting the need for 
“positional” holiness

Superficial holiness, optics, etc.

Mistake #3 - Cheapening the holiness of God.
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Time

Ho
lin

es
s

  

Mistake #4 - Extending the time to achieve 
holiness through discipline.

Purgatory

sainthood
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Time

Ho
lin

es
s

a second 
blessing 

Mistake #5 - expecting a “Deeper life” 
experience to purify us.

 Free of  1st 
degree sins
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Holiness  
is the way to God.

The Cross of Christ FOR us  
(not THROUGH us)  

is the way to Holiness.
Faith (not moral virtue)  
is the way to Christ.
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God’s  

Paraclete 

Ministr
y

Hebrews
Next week 

10:11-25
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