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“It has been
said that
chastity was
the one new
virtue which
Christianity
introduced
into this
world.”
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Ephesians 5
“5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or
impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has
an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no
one deceive you with empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them;
8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in
the Lord; walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the
light consists in all goodness and righteousness and
truth), 10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 11
And do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness,
but instead even expose them; 12 for it is disgraceful even
to speak of the things which are done by them in secret. 13
But all things become visible when they are exposed by
the light, for everything that becomes visible is light. 14 For
this reason it says, “Awake, sleeper, And arise from the
dead, And Christ will shine on you.””
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Differing interpretations

This passage raises a question -

Will Christians who fail
to overcome sinful
attitudes and behaviors
lose their promised
inheritance,
which was pledged
and sealed in Eph.1?
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Differing interpretations

1. True Christian’s do not live lives that
are characterized by these sins.

1. True Christian’s do not live lives that
are characterized by these sins.
2. True Christians may do these things but
will eventually overcome these sins.

“If we should fall into a life of greedy
immorality, we would be supplying
clear evidence that we are after all
idolaters, . . .
and so the heirs
not of heaven
but of hell.”

“Works can’t gain
salvation and yet
they are necessary
for salvation.”
Tom Schreiner

John Stott
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(Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary)
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Differing interpretations

•

•

1. True Christian’s do not live lives that
are characterized by these sins.
2. True Christians may do these things but
will eventually overcome these sins.

Galatians 3:10
“For as many as are of the works of the Law are
under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone
who does not abide by all things written in the
book of the law, to perform them.””

But this just raises more questions:

James 2:10
“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet
stumbles in one pint, he has become guilty of all.”

Do believers overcome all sin in this life? 1
Tim.1:15 “sinners of whom I am foremost”.

• At what point can we say that a person
is not “characterized” by these sins?
•

Does God grade on the curve and have a relative
righteousness or is it all or nothing?

Is the Gospel pardon and adoption (ch.1)
or probation and conditional?
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• Are we redeemed by Christ or by the power of the
Spirit to keep the Law?

Tutor
(Mirror)

The Law

•

If we have been crucified with Christ and made dead
to the Law, how can we then be condemned by it?
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Tutor Surrogate
Paraclete
(Mirror)
(Comforter)
(Substitute)

The Law JesusThe Spirit

The Spirit

Is the center of the Gospel
Jesus or the Spirit?

If Christ’s death paid the penalty for our sin, how
can we also pay that penalty?

• Are we redeemed by Christ or by the power of the
Spirit to keep the Law?

Paraclete
Surrogate
(Comforter)
(Substitute)

Jesus

•
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Three possible sources of hope
at the final judgment:
1. Dismissal - Remove the standard of holiness so
that there is no offense.
• A loving God would never condemn anyone.
2. Empowerment - Enable believers to meet the
standard by the power of the Holy Spirit.
• The Holy Spirit empowers true believers to
fulfill the Law.
3. Redemption - Fulfill the requirements FOR the
believers (outside their personal behavior).
• Jesus righteousness is imputed to the believer.
• The Law’s power to condemn has ended
for the believer.
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Is the center of the Gospel
Jesus or the Spirit?
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Another interpretation
1. The key is - who are the “children
of darkness” in this passage.
• Anyone who does evil? or
• Those outside the faith?

Hints:
• There is a distinction between sons
of darkness and sons of light.
• The readers are addressed as
sons of light and challenged
to not act like sons of darkness.
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Illustrations
A family business A son may be an heir who will inherit the business whether
he behaves well or not but he has a strong incentive to
behave as though he is a son not just an employee.

A wealthy man May live like a poor person even though he need not or
should not.

If our identity is tied to our behavior,
what are we telling the world about
our identity with our actions?
This is why Paul starts his letters
reminding us who we are “in Christ.”
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Colossians 3
“1 If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep
seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at
the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the
things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3
For you have died and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in
glory. 5 Therefore consider the members of your
earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to
idolatry. 6 For it is on account of these things that
the wrath of God will come, 7 and in them you also
once walked, when you were living in them. 8
But now you also, put them all aside”
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Interpretive paraphrase of Ephesians 5:5-14

“You know two things: 1) The deeds of
darkness will bring God’s judgment on
the children of the dark side. 2) You are
children of light who have been freed
from the dark side. Don’t act as though
you still live over there. Don’t even
speak or make jokes of the dark side.
You are called to expose the dark side
but you can’t do that if you are not
walking in the light. Your calling is to be
true to yourself. Rise to the challenge.”
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“I believe the holier
a man becomes,
the more he
mourns over the
unholiness which
remains in him.”

Charles H. Spurgeon
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“Holiness is not
the way to Christ;
Christ is the way
to holiness. Better
still, Christ is our
holiness.”

Charles H. Spurgeon
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