I Peter 2:11-3:12 Submission

1

I Peter
The challenge of dual citizenship

I Peter 2:11-3:12
Sanctification
In the church

“chosen”
Introduction

Salvation
Indicative

I

1:3-12

1:13-2:10

m

“aliens”

1:1-2

p

e r a t I
Submission
In the world

v

e

2:11-3:12

Introduction	
  
Submit	
  to	
  civil	
  authority	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

2:11-17	
  
Submit	
  to	
  vocational	
  authority	
  2:18-25	
  
Submit	
  to	
  marital	
  authority	
  3:1-7	
  	
  
Summary	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
3:8-12	
  

Introduction
“2:11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage
war against the soul. 12 Keep (having) your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that
in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good
deeds, as they observe {them,} glorify God in the day of visitation. 13 Submit yourselves
for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, 14
or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who
do right. 15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance
of foolish men. 17 Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.”

Servants
2:18 Servants,

be submissive to your masters
with all respect, not only to those who are
good and gentle, but also to those who are
unreasonable. 19 For this {finds} favor, if
for the sake of conscience toward God a
man bears up under sorrows when
suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is
there if, when you sin and are harshly

Wives
In the same way, you wives, be
submissive to your own husbands so that
even if any {of them} are disobedient to
the word, they may be won without a word
by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they
observe your chaste and respectful
behavior. 3 And let not your adornment be
{merely} external - braiding the hair, and
3:1
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treated, you endure it with patience? But if
when you do what is right and suffer {for
it} you patiently endure it, this {finds}
favor with God.

wearing gold jewelry, or putting on
dresses; 4 but {let it be} the hidden person
the heart, with the imperishable quality of a
gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in
the sight of God.

Jesus as example

Sarah as example

For you have been called for this
purpose, since Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example for you to follow
in His steps, 22 who committed no sin, nor
was any deceit found in His mouth; 23 and
while being reviled, He did not revile in
return; while suffering, He uttered no
threats, but kept entrusting {Himself} to
Him who judges righteously; 24 and He
Himself bore our sins in His body on the
cross, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness; for by His wounds you were
healed. 25 For you were continually
straying like sheep, but now you have
returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of
your souls.
21

For in this way in former times the holy
women also, who hoped in God, used to
adorn themselves, being submissive to their
own husbands. 6 Thus Sarah obeyed
Abraham, calling him lord, and you have
become her children if you do what is right
without being frightened by any fear.
5

Husbands
You husbands likewise, live with {your
wives} in an understanding way, as with a
weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and
grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace
of life, so that your prayers may not be
hindered.
7

Summary
To sum up, let all be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in
spirit; 9 not returning evil for evil, or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for
you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing. 10 For, " Let him
who means to love life and see good days Refrain his tongue from evil and his lips from
speaking guile. 11 " And let him turn away from evil and do good; Let him seek peace and
pursue it. 12 " For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, And His ears attend to
their prayer, But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."
3:8

Slaves and Masters
I Corinthians 7
“17 Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in this manner let
him walk. And thus I direct in all the churches. 18 Was any man called {already}
circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Has anyone been called in
uncircumcision? Let him not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing, and
uncircumcision is nothing, but {what matters is} the keeping of the commandments of
God. 20 Let each man remain in that condition in which he was called. 21 Were you called
while a slave? Do not worry about it; but if you are able also to become free, rather do
that. 22 For he who was called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord’s freedman; likewise
he who was called while free, is Christ's slave. 23 You were bought with a price; do not
become slaves of men. 24 Brethren, let each man remain with God in that {condition} in
which he was called.”
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Ephesians 6:5-9
“5 Slaves, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and
trembling, in the sincerity of your heart, as to Christ; 6 not by way of eye service, as menpleasers, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 7 With good will
render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good thing each
one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free. 9 And, masters,
do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and
yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.”
Colossians 3:11,22-4:1
“ 11 a renewal in which there is no distinction between Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.” - - “22 Slaves, in all things obey those who are your masters on earth, not with external
service, as those who {merely} please men, but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord.
23 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men; 24
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord
Christ whom you serve. 25 For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the
wrong which he has done, and that without partiality. 1 Masters, grant to your slaves
justice and fairness, knowing that you too have a Master in heaven.”
I Timothy 6:1-2
“1 Let all who are under the yoke as slaves regard their own masters as worthy of all
honor so that the name of God and {our} doctrine may not be spoken against. 2 And let
those who have believers as their masters not be disrespectful to them because they are
brethren, but let them serve them all the more, because those who partake of the benefit
are believers and beloved. Teach and preach these {principles.}”
Titus 2:9-10
“9 {Urge} bondslaves to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be wellpleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all good faith that they may
adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in every respect.”
Philemon
“8 Therefore, though I have enough confidence in Christ to order you {to do} that
which is proper, 9 yet for love’s sake I rather appeal {to you}-- since I am such a person
as Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Christ Jesus-- 10 I appeal to you for my
child, whom I have begotten in my imprisonment, Onesimus, 11 who formerly was
useless to you, but now is useful both to you and to me. 12 And I have sent him back to
you in person, that is, {sending} my very heart, 13 whom I wished to keep with me, that
in your behalf he might minister to me in my imprisonment for the gospel; 14 but without
your consent I did not want to do anything, that your goodness should not be as it were
by compulsion, but of your own free will. 15 For perhaps he was for this reason parted
{from you} for a while, that you should have him back forever, 16 no longer as a slave,
but more than a slave, a beloved brother, especially to me, but how much more to you,
both in the flesh and in the Lord. 17 If then you regard me a partner, accept him as {you
would} me. 18 But if he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that
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to my account; 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand, I will repay it (lest I should
mention to you that you owe to me even your own self as well). 20 Yes, brother, let me
benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Having confidence in your
obedience, I write to you, since I know that you will do even more than what I say. 22
And at the same time also prepare me a lodging; for I hope that through your prayers I
shall be given to you. 23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, 24 {as
do} Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, Luke, my fellow workers. 25 The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit.”

Wives and Husbands
Ephesians 5
“21 and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.
22 Wives, {be subject} to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the
head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself {being} the Savior
of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives {ought to be} to
their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself up for her; 26 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by
the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all
her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and
blameless. 28 So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his own wife loves himself; 29 for no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ also {does} the church, 30 because we are
members of His body. 31 For this cause a man shall leave his father and mother, and
shall cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This mystery is great; but I
am speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each individual
among you also love his own wife even as himself; and {let} the wife {see to it} that she
respect her husband.”
Colossians 3
“18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your
wives, and do not be embittered against them.”
1 Corinthians 11
“2 Now I praise you because you remember me in everything, and hold firmly to the
traditions, just as I delivered them to you. 3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the
head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. 4
Every man who has {something} on his head while praying or prophesying, disgraces his
head. 5 But every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying,
disgraces her head; for she is one and the same with her whose head is shaved. 6 For if a
woman does not cover her head, let her also have her hair cut off; but if it is disgraceful
for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, let her cover her head. 7 For a
man ought not to have his head covered, since he is the image and glory of God; but the
woman is the glory of man. 8 For man does not originate from woman, but woman from
man; 9 for indeed man was not created for the woman's sake, but woman for the man's
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sake. 10 Therefore the woman ought to have {a symbol of} authority on her head, because
of the angels. 11 However, in the Lord, neither is woman independent of man, nor is man
independent of woman. 12 For as the woman originates from the man, so also the man
{has his birth} through the woman; and all things originate from God. 13 Judge for
yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God {with head} uncovered? 14 Does not
even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him, 15 but if a
woman has long hair, it is a glory to her? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16
But if one is inclined to be contentious, we have no other practice, nor have the churches
of God.”
I Corinthians 1:18
“For the word of he cross is to those who are perishing foolishness,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”
“The word of the cross” =
submission to social shame and suffering
as a sign of faith and hope in God.
Jesus’	
  Cross	
  

Our	
  Cross	
  

Christʼs identification with us –

Our identification with Christ –

“since Christ also suffered for you . . . and
while being reviled, He did not revile in
return; while suffering, He uttered no
threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him
who judges righteously; and He Himself
bore our sins in His body on the cross”
I Pet.2:21,24

“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake
to every human institution,” I Pet.2:13

