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Bereans “received the word with

great eagerness, examining the

Scriptures daily, to see whether
these things were so.”
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Hard Questions

How should we express our faith?

1 Peter 3

“15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts,
always being ready to make a defense to everyone
who asks you to give an account for the hope that
is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16
and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in
which you are slandered, those who revile your
good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.”

authentically, rationally,
sensitively, exemplary.

Defending the Christian faith

1. Be authentic - “from the heart”

1 Peter 3
“15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always
being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks
you to give an account for the hope that is in you,”
Luke 6:45
“The good man out of the good treasure of his heart
brings forth what is good; and the evil man out of the
evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth
speaks from that which fills his heart.”

Be sure your heart and hope are holy,
and that you are defending the right Gospel.
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The strongest challenges
to the Christian Faith

1. The distortion of the Gospel in the name of
Christ (often by Christians).

2. The canon / inerrancy of Scripture. (bibliolatry)
3. The seemingly senseless suffering of people.

4. The seemingly unjust distribution
of God’s saving grace.

5. The limited revelation of God
in the eyes of popular science.

The strongest arguments for the
existence for the Christian Faith

1. The appeal of the Gospel to the longings
of the Image of God in every human.

2. The evidence of Christ’s resurrection.

3. The existence and spread of the
church given its unlikely origin.

4. The alternative’s weak answers to six
big questions of the human soul.
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The single strongest argument
for the Christian faith is:
- its response to the human dilemma

grounded in the CROSS of Christ
and his RESURRECTION.

1 Corinthians 1

“22 For indeed Jews ask for signs, and Greeks search
for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews
a stumbling block, and to Gentiles foolishness, 24
but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25
Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

There are six questions that are
addressed in the Christian faith
and hard to address outside it.

% Mortality - Why do we die?

% Meaning - What do we live for?

% Morality - What defines good & evil?

v Mankind - Why are humans so unique?

Y Management - Why is life such a struggle?

% Mysticism - Why are we instinctively religious?
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“As an atheist I believed that everything that
made my life exciting and worth living was
an illusion and that reality (philosophical
materialism) was in the end intolerably boring.”

“My argument against God was that the
universe seemed so cruel and unjust. But how
had I got this idea of just and unjust?”

“l know the sun exists not because I
can see it but rather that by it I see
everything else. I know that God

exists, not because I see Him but
because by Him [ make sense of
myself and the world.”

C.S. Lewis

Satan wants to encourage
our faith, hope, and love,

if he can control the
subject and object of
our faith, hope & love,

which is exposed in our Expectations,
leading to our Disillusionment,

& eventually our Apostasy.
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“The United States GK.
is a nation with the  Chesterton
soul of a church.” 1874-1936

“Christian Nationalism”

is advocated by many conservatives.

The Way of the Cross

is not political (worldly) power.

American “freedom”
opens doors to economic discrepancy
and a“Strongman” autocracy.

Defending the Christian faith

2. Be rational - make common sense

1 Peter 3
“15 ... always being ready to make a defense to
everyone who asks you to give an account for
the hope that is in you”
Acts 18:4
“And he was reasoning in the synagogue every
Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.”

Finding “common ground” means
meeting others on “common ground”.
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According to St. Augustine,
Christianity faces two challenges.

Suffering & Science

]

Y

is universal, seeks to explain
unavoidable, and manage the
undeniable, & data of lifein a
unpredictable. complex world.
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“When suffering comes,
we yearn for some
sign from God,

forgetting we

h.ave juSt been Mignon McLaughlin
given one.” (journalist)

“Suffering is actually

at the heart of the

Christian story” (the

human dilemma and

Tim Keller — God’s deliverance)
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Suffering
- stumbling block or stepping stone.

What Satan expects will discredit Christianity
God uses to explain and point to Christianity.

“Suffering” and “death” are Satan’s tools
but also God’s visual aid in leading us to the
Word and Way of the cross of Christ.

The Christian Gospel is framed with the %
Cross (an instrument of suffering & death).
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Both Friday & Sunday are God’s blessings.

“It’s Friday i = “but Sunday’s
now” @ coming”

Healthy Christian faith is:
intellectually convincing,
spiritually satisfying,

morally transforming,
emotionally moving,

socially connecting,
culturally inspiring.

Defending the Christian faith

3. Be sensitive - understanding and
respectful of those who differ.
1 Peter 3
“15 ... with gentleness and reverence;”

Titus 3:2
“malign no one, ... be peaceable, gentle, showing
every consideration to all men.”

Listen to understand and to show
respect where others are coming from.
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The Image of God in all humanity
Acts 17

“26 and He made from one, every nation of
mankind ... 27 that they should seek God, if
perhaps they might grope for Him and find
Him, though He is not far from each one of us;
28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as
even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we
also are His offspring.”

The architecture of commitment

Romans 1

“19 because that which is known about God is evident
within them; for God made it evident to them. 20 For since
the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being
understood through what has been made, so that they are
without excuse. 21 For even though they knew God, they did
not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became
futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, ”

Faith

- equips us to seek, know, Data base : Response
and respond to the truth material a?euan;gxgg 3 recer?tion or
of the Gospel of Christ. & spiritual thinking repression
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Richard Dawkins The Image of God in all humanity

“I stand in awe of the
wonder of life and can
but offer humble thanks
for the gift of being a

part of the cosmos.’

When we look at the cosmos and
say “Wow”, we are worshiping.

So is Dr. Dawkins, but sadly he doesn’t know

who to thank.

Data Decision
Celestial Cerebral
Antenna, Appetite Faith, Reason
Creation Choice
Cosmos, Repress,
Conscience Receive

To be true to our created self
we must receive the truth,

not repress it.
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God’s Word

Hebrews 4:12
“For the word of God is living and active and
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both
joints and marrow, and able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart.”

The word of God is the message
and the Messiah from God.
1 Peter 1:23-25
“You have been born again... through the living

and abiding word of God... and this word is the
good news that was preached to you.”
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“Today, we are learning the language in
which God created life. We are gaining
ever more awe for the complexity, the
beauty, and the wonder of God’s most
divine and sacred gift.”

) Francis Collins
“Collins’ book reveals that a

stellar career in science offers
no guarantee of a
scientific frame

of mind.”

Sam Hatrris
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Defending the Christian faith

4. Be a good example - show & tell

1 Peter 3:16
“... and keep a good conscience so that in the
thing in which you are slandered, those who revile
your good behavior in Christ may be put to

h .77
shame 1 Thessalonians 1:6-8

“6 You also became imitators of us and of the Lord,
.. 7 so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.”

The single strongest argument
for the Christian faith is:

Its RESPONSE to
the HUMAN DILEMMA

grounded in the CROSS of Christ

and his RESURRECTION.
Model a Godly response
to life’s ups and downs.
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“There is a God shaped
vacuum in the heart of every
man which cannot be filled
by any created
thing, but only by
God, the Creator,
made known
through Jesus.”

b Blaise Pascal

Next week
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